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What Will A True Revival Do? 


An increased interest in religion is not re- 
vival; it can be associated with the beginnings 
of a spiritual awakening but the effect of revival 
is entirely different and it is something for 
which we should earnestly pray. 


It should be noted that there are those within 
the Christian Church who even depreciate the 
thought of a mighty out-pouring of God's Holy 
Spirit bringing a change in the world in our 
time, feeling that the world is rushing towards 
destruction at such a rate that revival cannot 
come. 


The reply to this pessimism is the simple 
fact that it is still God’s will that men be saved. 
The ultimate judgment of God on an unre- 
pentant world is a certainty, but let us never 
forget that “The Lord is not slack concerning 
his promise, as some men count slackness; but 
is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should come to re- 
pentance.” 


The Christian’s chief duty is therefore to ex- 
tend every possible effort towards the winning 
of men to Christ, whether in his own community 
or across the sea. There is also every reason 
to believe that we may yet see in our own gen- 
eration a mighty work of God in the saving of 
souls. 


What will be the evidences of such a work? 


The history of spiritual awakenings is deeply 
significant. There is great evidence of the powen 
of the Holy Spirit in convicting men of sin. 
There has never been a revival which has not 


PAGE 2 


been characterized by an overpowering sense of 
sin and of the need «f Christ’s redeeming work. 


In many revivals, while usually centering in 
the leadership of some consecrated and spirit- 
ually endowed individual, there is the phe- 
nomenon of the Holy Spirit working in the 
hearts of many people at unrelated places and 
under differing circumstances. It is this work of 
conviction of sin on the part of God’s Spirit 
which is something we should pray for and, in 
faith, look for. 


Another evidence of genuine revival is the 
concern of Christians for the unsaved. This ex- 
presses itself in earnest prayer and it has its out- 
ward manifestation in letting this concern make 
men go and speak to those who need Christ. 
The psychological effect of such personal work 
brings a blessing to those taking the message 
and a like blessing to those who realize for the 
first time that some one else loves them enough 
to talk to them about matters of the gravest 
importance. More often than we dream of, the 
man or woman next to us has experienced the 
thought: “J looked on my right hand, and be- 
held, but there was no man that would know 
me; refuge failed me; no man cared for my soul.” 
Revival will shake us out of our lethargy and 
impel us to witness for Him. 


A further evidence of revival will be a new 
emphasis on righteous living. When God's Holy 
Spirit takes possession of one’s life we are given 
a new set of values. We also see sin for what 
it is. We also realize, often for the first time, 
that we have a grave responsibility in thé con- 
duct of our personal lives—a responsibility 
which looks God-ward and at the same time 
man-ward. Our liberty in Christ will constrain 
us to a way of living which takes into consid- 
eration our influence on others. 


In addition, true revival is accompanied by 
a genuine desire to serve others: their spiritual 
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needs first, but also their material well being. 
Out of the great revivals of the past have come 
those evidences of Christian compassion which 
have taken concrete form in hospitals, orphan- 
ages, homes for the aged and at the same time 
renewed pleas for social justice and true free- 
dom. 


Another characteristic of a heaven-sent re- 
vival is a new spirit of love among Christian 
brethren and a mutual concern for those who 
do not know the Lord. 


Finally, revival is always characterized by a 
genuine interest in God’s Word. Study of the 
Bible becomes a joyous experience and its pages 
shine into the heart and mind as the Holy Spirit 
takes the things of God and makes them clear 
and real to His children. The Bible becomes, 
for the individual, and for the Church, the guide 
and stay of daily living; a lamp for the road and 
a Sign-post on the way. 


All of these rich blessings God can give to 
us today. It has been said that a revival can- 
not be worked up, but, it can be prayed down. 
It is our firm conviction that God will send 
a stirring in the hearts of men across the world 
such as we have never experienced before. He 
can use the new media of communications and 
He can also use the age-old technique of one 
Spirit-filled Christian speaking a word for Him 
in the power of the Holy Spirit. 


The need for just such a demonstration of 
the power and work of Almighty God certainly 
is evident for all to see. Whether this need is 
to be met depends, in some measure, and prob- 
ably in large measure, on the willingness of 
God’s people to pour out their hearts to God 
in prayer—and then to pay the personal cost 
of such a revival in their own lives. 


But, IT WILL BE THE MOST GLORIOUS 
THING WHICH COULD HAPPEN TO US, 
AND TO THE WORLD. 


“Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, 
that it cannot save: neither his ear heavy, that 
it cannot hear: but your inquities have se pa- 
rated between you and your God, and your 
sins have hid his face from you, that he will not 
hear.” 


Brothers; friends in Christ: Let us unite in 


praying for a heaven-sent revival. It will bring 
blessings untold. —L. N. B. 


Does Man Have a Claim for 
Forgiveness on God? 
Or, 

Is God Sovereign, Free, and 
Gracious in Saving Sinners? 


In the midst of good statements on justifica- 
tion by grace, one regretfully finds in a recent 
book by Dr. Paul Tillich the affirmation that, 
“Forgiving love is the only way of fulfilling 
the intrinsic claim of every being, namely its 
claim to be reaccepted into the unity to which 
it belongs. Creative justice demands that this 
claim be accepted.” 


This startling position involves sundry Bibli- 
cal doctrines: It blurs the Bible line between 
Creator and creature in the direction of the 
Orphic myth implying something like divine or 
Dionysiac elements in man _ that necessitates 
saving. It results in a denial of the Bible’s teach- 
ing of endless punishment. 


It particularly disturbs the utter graciousness 
of God's free and sovereign dealing with sinners. 
Tillich does not affirm a moral worthiness, but 
he does an ontological worth or value or claim. 
In contrast Thomas Boston in the Fourfold 
State of Man finds that even when the sinner 
comes to Christ’s door begging mercy, “he comes 
as a proud beggar standing on Personal worth,” 
until the Spirit brings conviction and the sin- 
ner “sees himself entirely unworthy,” and Christ 
comes to him naked of all worth and engrafts 
him into the true vine. 


Among Calvin’s essential principles is that 
our salvation depends on the mercy of God, and 
that when we are facing the Divine tribunal 
we must embrace the Divine mercy alone and 
turning our eyes from ourselves fix them solely 
on Christ, Institutes IV.i.12;I11.x1i.3. According 
to his Catechism, there is no worthiness in us 
why God should either show His power to help 
us, or use His merciful goodness to save us, 
In his Hymn to My Redeemer, Calvin sings 
of all that Christ did undergo 

“For my poor worthless sake.” 


In the Dedication to King Francis, the anal- 
ogy of the faith requires us to divest ourselves 
of all ground of glorying that God alone may 
be eminently glorious and that we may glory 
in Him. 
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So seriously did Calvin regard the fall that 
he speaks at times of the image of God being 
obliterated in man, and at other times of it 
not being “utterly annihilated and effaced in 
him” but so corrupted that what remains is but 
horrible deformity, Institutes I1.ii.5; I11.i1.12; 
I.xv.4. Following which, Calvinism affirmed total 
depravity at Dort, penitus obliterata of the Di- 
vine image in the Scots’ Confession. 


Treating of regeneration, Paul says that God 
is the author of our spiritual life from its com- 
mencement to its end, that man has not even 
the smallest particle in which he can glory for 
all is of God, and that all of our salvation is 
gratuitous because the beginning of all good 
is from the second creation which we obtain 
in Christ, Eph 2.10, Institutes I].iii.6. 


Writing of our reconciliation by Christ's 
death, Calvin says that God would not lose 
what remains of the good He placed in man 
by creation, despite the fact that He is prop- 
erly incensed against our sin and guilt. “Not- 
withstanding we have brought death upon our- 
selves, yet He had created us for life. Thus by 
a pure and gratuitous love towards us, He is 
excited to receive us into favour.” And because 
He first loves us, therefore He reconciles us to 
Himself in Christ. II.xvi.3. 


If one go back with Calvin to Ephesians one, 
together with such similar passages in I Peter I 
and II Tim. 1.9, he finds that Calvin affirms no 
claim of man on God either as to moral worth 
or as to ontological value. God chose us before 
we were in existence, that is, when we had 
neither moral nor ontological worth. His elect- 
ing love was graciously bestowed upon us ac- 
cording to His own good pleasure. In adopting 
us God is not reconciled by us by any personal 
worth, says Calvin. He chose us in Christ that 
we should be holy and without blame before 
Him—as we are graciously clothed with the 
righteousness of the Beloved imputed to us 
and received by faith alone. The Name of 
Christ excludes all merit that the whole glory 
of our salvation should be ascribed undividedly 
to God alone. SOLI DEO GLORIA! —WCR. 





Results of Survey by Follow-Up 
Department of 1954 Greater 


London Crusade Announced 

Glasgow, March 1, 1955 SPECIAL - Mr. 
Lorne Sanny, a member of the Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Team, and Director of Follow-Up 
for the 1954 Greater London Crusade, made 
available this week the results of the nine month 
survey of the recorded decisions for Christ which 
occurred during the Crusade in London last 
year. 


Mr. Sanny pointed out that “The results of 
the survey as indicated in the completed sta- 
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tistics have been obtained from replies which 
have come into our office from more than 
2,500 London area ministers.” 

The results of the survey follow in itemized 
order. 

1. The total number of persons who made 
a recorded decision for Christ during the Cru- 
sade, and who were enrolled in the follow-up 
pregramme of the Crusade, was 34,661. 

2. The total number of persons reported on 
in replies from the various ministers to whom 
they were referred was 26,572, or 76.5% of the 
total. Of this number, 23,595 were reported to 
have been contacted by the ministers, while 
2,977 admittedly had not been contacted by 
the ministers. 


3. Of those persons contacted by the minis- 
ters, a total of 20,350 were reported to be regu- 
larly attending Church, and an additional 2,209 
were reported as intending to attend Church 
regularly, giving a total of 22,559, or 96% who 
are either attending Church regularly, or in- 
tending to do so. A total of 1,036, or 4%, in- 
dicated that they were not attending Church, 
and did not intend to do so. 


4. In a total of 18,216 instances, or 77% of the 
total replies, the ministers indicated that they 
agreed with the nature of the decision as indi- 
cated on the card sent to them. In 1,601 in- 
stances, or 7% of the total, the ministers indi- 
cated that they disagreed with the nature of 
the decision. In the remaining 3,778 instances, 
or 16% of the total, no comment was made by 
the ministers on this particular point. 


Under this heading it may be noted that the 
decisions as recorded indicated that in approxi- 
mately 75% of the instances, the individual was 
making his first commitment to Jesus Christ 
for his salvation; further that in approximately 
60% of the instances, the individuals had not 
previously been a member of any Church. 


In announcing the result of the survey, Mr. 
Sanny also pointed out that “A great many of 
the decisions were made by individuals living 
well outside the Greater London area. It has 
been most difficult to maintain a close link 
with ministers removed such a distance from 
the office, and this in part accounts for the fact 
that we do not have a minister’s report on ap- 
proximately 24° of the individuals who made 
decisions during the Greater London Crusade 
of 1954.” 
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The Civil Magistrate 
By Gordon H. Clark, Ph.D. 


Godless people outside the Church of Christ, 
if by chance and by mistake they ever should 
read the previous articles on effectual calling, 
saving faith, assurance, and so on, would con- 
sider the topics trivial, or even nonsense, and 
the reading tedious. But in this age few of them 
would dismiss the problems of civil government 
as unimportant. When Dictator Franco and the 
Roman church attempt to force American mili- 
tary and civilian personnel to beg permission of 
a Roman bishop in order to marry one another, 
even a full fledged secularist develops an in- 
terest in the relation of church to state. Many 
non-Christians are also interested in the moral 
problem of war and pacifism. On these two 
subjects the Westminster Confession has some- 
thing to say. 


Any conclusion relative to church and state, 
war and peace, and capital punishment depends 
on some theory of the nature of civil authority. 
By what right does a government exist? Those 
who reject divine revelation base the state either 
on naked power and brutality, or on some sort 
of social contract, or on a natural development 
from the family. Elsewhere I have argued in 
detail that the latter two reduce to the first; 
with the result that secularism eventuates in 
dictatorship and totalitarian rule. It is only in 
the Hebrew-Christian revelation, e.g. in the ac- 
count of King Ahab and Naboth’s vineyard, 
that the rightful power of government is lim- 
ited. 


“God, the supreme Lord and King of all 
the world, hath ordained civil magistrates to 
be under him over the people, for his own 
glory and the public good; and to this end, 
hath armed them with the power of the sword, 
for the defense and encouragement of them 
that are good, and for the punishment of evil 
deers” (sec. 1). 


Here the Confession, summarizing the Biblical 
position, gives the origin of the state and settles 
the discussion on pacifism and capital pun- 
ishment. Even Christian pacifists, who in spite 
cf their lovely character we believe to have 
misunderstood the Bible, do not claim that the 
Old Testament forbids all war. But neither 
does the New Testament. Christ said, “Render 
unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s.” 
Christ knew that Caesar had an army; he did 
not refuse to pay taxes to Rome on the ground 
that some of the tribute would be used to sup- 
port that army. Yet in the United States today 
some people think it a Christian duty to refuse 
to follow Christ’s teaching and example. They 
would rather go to jail than to pay one penny 
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to support the military. Of course, in Christ's 





statement war is not explicitly mentioned—it 


is an inference, howbeit a justifiable inference, 
we believe. But the New Testament provides 
more than an inference. In Rom. 13:4 the 
power of the sword is explicitly assigned to 
civil government. This disposes of pacifism and 
the objection to capital punishment. If the 
courts and the juries of our land were not so 
adverse to capital punishment, it is likely that 
brutal crimes would be fewer; and if the rela- 
tively juster governments of the west had been 
willing to wage war against international crim- 
inals, the lives of twenty million Chinese, 
Koreans, and Russians might have been saved. 
And the United States would have been in a 
much safer position today. 


The relation of church to state is another 
lively issue at the present time. Where the 
Roman church controls the government, Prot- 
estants suffer oppression and physical persecu- 
tion. Their churches are bombed and their 
ministers are murdered. The Greek church, a 
part of the World Council, has caused the ar- 
rest and is prosecuting two Protestants for dis- 
tributing New Testaments. In our own land 
the Romanists are constantly attempting to 
divert public funds to their own purposes. A 
while back they were advocating an ambassador 
to the Vatican, and will probably push it again 
when they see an opportunity. In New Mexico, 
that is, in the United States, Protestant Indians 
have been denied by court order the right to 
hold Protestant prayer meetings even in their 
own homes (cf. United Evangelical Action, Feb. 
1, 1954, p.18). And bills have been introduced 
into Congress to honor the Virgin Mary by 
issuing commemorative stamps for the Marian 
year. 


Unfortunately there are also Protestants who 
want a close tie-in of church and state. Some 
of the large denominations support lobbies for 
socialistic legislation. But what is worse, there 
are those who want the state to define the 
articles of religion. For example, the North 
Rocky Mount Baptist church, in North Caro- 
lina, by majority vote, withdrew from the 
Southern Baptist Convention. As to the issues 
involved and the wisdom of their withdrawal, 
I have nothing to say. It is their legal right 
to withdraw that is the important point. The 
minority went to court and the court awarded 
them the property. The judge claimed that he 
did not rule on religious beliefs. But the court 
defined what a Church is, and held that a 
Baptist church could not withdraw from the 
Convention and be independent. Now, certain- 
ly, the definition of the Church is a religious 
belief on which denominations differ. The 
Baptist, contrary to the Presbyterians, have al- 
ways held to independency and have claimed 
that there is no ecclesiastical authority superior 
to the local congregation. But the news reports 
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say that the North Carolina supreme court 
has made it illegal for Baptists to conduct their 
affairs in accordance with Baptist doctrine. In 
spite of the fact that the minority has won 
a legal case in favor of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, we wonder whether the Conven- 
tion in good conscience can accept the verdict. 
Will they insist on retaining the local property 
at the cost cf having their beliefs on the nature 
of the Church settled by the civil government? 


It is also interesting to note that the socialistic 
Christian Century hails the decision of the court. 
This radical periodical wants uniformity and 
ecumenicity enforced by civil decree when pos- 
sible. The ecumaniacs generally favor central- 
ization of power; they want to control property; 
they do not object to state churches, or even 
to the Greek persecution of evangelicals. It 
would seem that the separation of church and 
state is a last remnant of Romanism that proves 
hard to part with. 





THE POSTAL DEPARTMENT TAKES 
A HAND IN A VITAL MATTER 


“A growing volume of unwanted lewd and 
obscene matter is being sent through the mails 
into American homes, and the Post Office De- 
partment is intensifying its ‘Clean-Up-The- 
Mails’ efforts to stop this offense against com- 
mon decency,” Postmaster General Arthur E. 
Summerfield said today. 


“Risque snapshots, pornographic magazines 
and books, and lascivious slides, ‘party’ films, 
and records are being widely offered for sale 
as shown by a 73 per cent increase in the last 
six months in cases dealing with indecent ma- 
terials sent through the mails. 


“This is a serious and nation-wide problem 
of public morality which affects all our citizens. 
In our common interest this misuse and pros- 
titution of the mails should be stopped by a 
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Post Office 
as directed 


sensible preventive program of the 
Department, acting for the people 
by the law enacted by Ccngress. 


“We know frcm experience that any enlight- 
ened effort of this kind—no matter how intelli- 


gently administered—is cccasicnally cpen to at- 
tack and ridicule which is frequently deliber- 


ately inspired by those who make m« 
the sale of lewd materials. Sometimes we are 
criticized because our purposes are not fully 
understood by the very people we are seeking 


to protect from pornographic material. 


ney trom 


“In other instances our efforts to keep the 
mails clean produce an almost inevitable cry 
of ‘censorship’ by certain groups who confuse 
license with liberty. Their viewpoint, while sin- 
cere, seems to suggest an abysmal ignorance of 
the nature of the problem and the threat it 
imposes to the moral fiber of the nation. 


“We are not concerned with bureaucratic 
snooping. No issues of abridgments of the free- 
dom of speech or of the press are involved. 


“We are not 
forts nor ol 
modern. 


arbitrary censors ol 
works of art, either 


literary ef- 
ancient or 


“What we are vitally concerned about is the 
great mass of unwanted pornographic material 
being offered for delivery through the mails into 
the hemes of American citizens. 


“We know the great majority of adult Ameri- 


cans want this obscene material—which they 
have not asked for—kept cut cf their homes 
and away from their children, whether it is 


generated at home or mailed into this country 
from abroad. This vile stream of commercial- 
ized obscenity persists because there is money 
in it and we must be alert lest the greed of the 
individuals and ‘sham’ publishing ccncerns who 
sell it damages the moral standards of cur young 
people. 


“Many criminal, educational, 
authorities see a delinite connection between 
this disgraceful upsurge in obscenity and the 
startling growth of juvenile delinquency in the 
nation. 


and _ religious 


“Other experts believe this increase in lewd 
and lascivious material is reflected in the sick- 
ening growth of criminal assaults on girls and 
women. 


“While the Post Office Department has no 
authority to prosecute mailers who offend 
against common decency, we are required—by 
law—to refuse to carry cbscene material through 
the mails. 


“Fortunately the power t 
graphic material from the 
fective 


exclude pcrn 
mails is a highly ef- 
preventive measure in that it usually 
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shuts down the most practical and economical 
distributicn method available. 


“The criterion used in ruling on ‘mailability’ 
is the ordinary standard cf commen decency of 
average representative citizens. Let me quote a 
recent ruling on obscene books which illustrates 
the reasoning used: 


“*The word obscene is not uncommon and 
is used in English and American speech and 
writings as the symbol of indecent, smutty, lewd, 
or salacious reference to the parts of the human 
or animal body, or to their functions, or the 
excrement therefrom. 


““Tt is of course true that the ears of some 
may be so accustomed to words which are ordi- 
narily regarded as obscene that they take no 
offense at them, but the law is not tempered 
to the hardened minority of society. 


“*The statute forbidding the importation ol 
obscene books is not designed to fit the concept 
of morality throughout the world, nor for all 
time past and all the future, but it is designed 
to fit the normal American concept in the age 
in which we live. 


““It is no legitimate argument that because 
there are social groups composed of moral de- 
linquents in this or other countries that their 
language shall be received as legal tender along 
with the speech of the great masses who trade 
ideas and information in the honest money of 
decency.’ 

“Citizens who wish to help the Post Office 
Department in its ‘Clean-Up-The-Mails cam- 
paign can do so by delivering, to their local 
Postmaster, any material received through the 
mails which they consider obscene. Postmasters 
throughout the country are being instructed to 
forward such material here to Washington to 
the Office of the Solicitor, the chief legal officer 
of the Post Ottice Department, for proper 
action.” 
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ANGLERS 


(By the Editor of The Testament 
for Fishers of Men) 


Lesson No. 100 
MORE HINDRANCES 


Hindrances, Inc., Serpent D. Satan, Gen. 
Mgr. 24 hour schedule. Day and Night Shifts. 
World Coverage. Correspondence in all Lan- 
guages. Instant Connection—no delays. Cater- 
ing Exclusively to Church Members. Estab- 
lished 4000 B. C. Garden of Eden. Agents 
Wanted. 


This is one of the greatest institutions in the 
world. The resourcefulness and power of its 
General Manager, $.D.Satan, is only second to 
that of God Almighty, Creator of the Universe. 
We are making no charge for the advertising 
space given above, because we are accompanying 
it with this warning: Beware! Hindrances, Inc. 
can rob you of the most precious privilege of 
your life, that of winning souls to Jesus Christ. 
Failing to properly appraise the paralyzing 
power of Satan’s hindrances may result in stifling 
every truly Christian aspiration. Sophocles, in 
Antigone, said, “Whom Jupiter would destroy 
he first drives mad’, but Satan has improved 
upon that; whose usefulness to God he would 
destroy he diverts with entertainment, or ab- 
sorption in business or in some hobby. Satan 
doesn’t make mad; he pleases; there are some 
folks so happy natured it would be difficult 
even for Satan to make mad, so he chooses the 
easier way by making them think they are hav- 
ing a good time. When a Christian is aroused 
by Chirst’s clear command to be a witness to 
His saving and keeping power, whether he hears 
it in a sermon or by reading Acts 1:8, there is 
apt to come to his mind some acquaintance 
whom he has good reason to know is a lost 
sinner. Then he begins to question himself: “Is 
it possible that I might go to him and talk to 
him about his soul's salvation?” The Holy Spirit 
is prompting him to go; but instantly another 
voice whispers, “It’s possible, but beloved you 
would be sticking your neck out. Even if that 
brother should be polite enough to listen to 
you, he would be laughing in his sleeve at you; 
in his sleeve he would be saying, “This is one 
of these goody goodys come to preach to me. 
Little does he know how ridiculous he is mak- 
ing himself—it is to laugh’. You don’t have 
to subject yourself to humiliation like that, 
do you?” 


If Satan sees that this does not stop you, 
his next strategy is postponement. “Think it 
over some more; you do not have to act on 
impulse, it’s childish; no need to hurry, there’s 
plenty of time; you are not prepared for it 
anyway, you might do more harm than good.” 
It is strange that any intelligent person would 
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fall for that argument—as though Satan cared 
if you “did more harm than good!” Why noth- 
ing would please him better than for you to do 
more harm than good. Yet that suggestion 
sometimes holds us back. I think we might 
safely decide that every suggestion for postpone- 
ment in this matter for any reason is of the 
devil. And another safe conclusion I believe is 
this: Whenever you are moved to speak to a 
lost soul, seeking to win him to Christ, you may 
be sure the Holy Spirit is dealing with you, 
and you needn’t be afraid to walk right into 
any situation when He prompts it; He will see 
you through. He has doubtless already prepared 
the way for you, for He can (and does) work 
in both places. At the same time He is telling 


He is also working in the heart 
of the prospect. The Spirit said to Philip, “Go 
near and join thyself to this chariot.” The man 
in that chariot was probably the last person 
Philip would have selected to talk to about 
Jesus Christ, but “Philip ran thither” and found 
a man groping through the prophecy of Isaiah 
concerning Jesus, earnestly desiring the very help 
that Philip could give him. The man was saved. 
(See Acts 8:26-40). 


you to “Go,” 


Got any rivers you think are uncrossable; 
Got any mountains you can’t tunnel through? 
God specializes in things thought impossible: 


He does the things others cannot do. 





SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 
LESSON FOR APRIL 10 





Our Assurance 


Background Scripture: Mark 16:1-7; John 
11:25-27; 14:1, 2; I Corinthians 15. 


Devotional Reading: Revelation 22:1-7. 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





Of Eternal Life 


In chapter 21 of Revelation there is given us the vision of the Holy City, New Jerusalem, coming 


down from God out of heaven, 


and a voice is heard which says, 


Behold the tabernacle of God is 


with men and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself will be 
with them, and be their God. Paradise Lost, in Genesis, has become Paradise Regained in Revela- 


tion. The former things—tears, death, sorrow, crying, pain—are now passed away. 


and with sin gone there is restored the beautiful 
relationship which existed before the Fall of 
man, between God and man. The City of God 
is pictured here, not as a great kingdom built 
up by men, but as coming down from God out 
of heaven. It is on the earth, but it is a heavenly 
kingdom. 


Our Devotional Reading, Revelation 22:1-7, 
contains a description of our Eternal Home. 
Notice some of the figures used to describe it: 
(1) River of water of Life. This is a much 
used figure in the Bible. Turn to Ezekiel 47 
and you will find a lengthy description of this 
River which comes from the Throne and the 
Altar. The river at first is only ankle deep, 
but it broadens and deepens until it becomes 
a mighty stream. Everywhere the stream went 
there was life; healing and food, the two things 
which men need to make and keep them alive. 
The same thought is seen in this vision in 
Revelation; the nations will be healed, and the 
nations will be fed; the curse is removed and 
there is perfect fellowship again between man 
and his Creator and Redeemer. (2) The Tree 
of Life. This is also seen in the 


vision in 
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Sin is removed, 





Ezekiel and in the Garden of Eden, in Genesis, 
where the tree of Life is in the midst of the 
Garden. (3) No night there; the Lord God 
giveth them light. (4) They shall reign for 
ever and ever. We are made kings and priests 
unto God. (5) His servants shall serve Him. 
There will be wonderful things for us to do. 
I love sometimes to try to imagine what some 
of these duties will be! Under these beautiful 
figures and symbols John, through the inspira- 
tion of the Holy Spirit, is giving us a marvelous 
and vivid picture of our Eternal Home. The 
curse of sin has been entirely removed; Light 
takes the place of darkness; Life reigns instead 
of death. We are exalted to places of authority 
in the service of our King. Eternal Life is ours. 


This Eternal Life comes through Christ. The 
gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, Who said, I give unto them eternal 
life, and they shall never perish; neither shall 
any man pluck them out of my hand. How do 
we have the assurance that this is no mere 
fanciful dream, but a blessed reality? How can 
we know that we have eternal life? The selec- 
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tions of our study today give us some of the 
reasons for such a Living Hope. 


I. First Reason: Jesus Rose from the Dead: 
Mark 16:1-7. 


This, of course, is just one of the many ac- 
counts of His Resurrection. The resurrection of 
Jesus guarantees our resurrection, and also our 
eternal life, for by His resurrection He con- 
quered death for Himself and for us; He is the 
first-fruits. The empty tomb; the risen Christ: 
these the women found when they came to 
anoint a dead body. There could be no assur- 
ance of eternal life if He had remained under 
the power of death, but it was not possible for 
the Holy One to see corruption, or remain in 
the tomb; no tomb could hold the Prince of 
Glory. There would be no Gospel—no “Good 
News’’—for us to proclaim if He had not risen. 
Our Hope would have died and been buried 
with Him. The Resurrection completes the 
story which we have to tell. A dead Savior, 
whose body was in a tomb would be the saddest 
news the world ever heard. 


So the glorious fact, described for us in these 
verses from Mark, gives a foundation for our 
faith which can never be shaken. A Living, 
Reigning Savior, Who is coming again in clouds 
of glory, is a guarantee of our own resurrection, 
and of our possessing eternal life. He Who 
said, I give unto them eternal life, has proved 
both His authority and ability by conquering 
death and the grave. 


II. Second Reason: “I am the resurrection and 
the life,’ John 11: 25-27. 


This amazing statement of Jesus is one of 
the great “I AM’S” of the Gospel of John. Let 
us look at it. 


These words were spoken to Martha, who 
had met Jesus and said to Him rather reproach- 
fully, we gather, “Lord, if thou hadst been here, 
my brother had not died.” Jesus said to her, 
Thy brother shall rise again. Martha said, | 
know he shall rise again in the resurrection at 
the last day. Jesus said unto her, I am the res- 
urrection and the life: He that believeth in 
me, though he were dead, yet shall he live; and 
whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never 
die. Believeth thou this? If we accept Him by 
faith we are united to Him. If He lives, we 
live. To die spiritually is to be separated from 
God, but if we are His, we can never be sep- 
arated from Him. (See Romans 8:38,39). Our 
physical death—the separation of our body from 
our spirit—does not separate us from Christ. 
The words of our Catechism are splendid at 
this point: “The souls of believers are at their 
death made perfect in holiness, and do im- 
mediately pass into glory, and their bodies, 
being still united to Christ, do rest in their 
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graves till the resurrection.” Do we really believe 
this truth which was spoken to Martha that day 
when she spoke to Jesus with her broken heart? 
He soon proved that He had the right to say 
these words by raising her brother from the 
grave. 


III. Third Reason: “I go to prepare a place for 
you”: John 14:2. 


He has gone to prepare a place for us to 
live; to live forever. It must be a wonderful 
place, for He has been gone nearly 2,000 years, 
and all this time He has been preparing it for 
us, and preparing us for it. Jesus had told the 
disciples that he was going away. They were 
troubled and sorrowful; very naturally. He 
speaks these words in John 14 to cure their 
troubled hearts, and they have cured thousands 
of troubled hearts since that day. He tells them 
of His Father’s House, the many mansions, and 
also that He is coming back to receive them 
unto Himself, that where He is, they may be also. 

He has to answer some further questions. 
Thomas asks, How can we know the way? And 
he replied, I am the way, the truth, and the 
life; no man cometh unto the Father but by 
me. Then Philip said, Lord, show us the Father. 
He tells Philip, He that hath seen me hath 
seen the Father. Our Third Reason, then, rests 
on the promise of One Who is God as well as 
man. This is solid ground. 


IV. Some Other Reasons: 
I Corinthians 15. 


We recognize this as the “Great Classic on 
the Resurrection.” Paul sums up in his logical 
way some of the reasons for our Christian hope. 


l. The Fact of the Resurrection: 1-11. 


‘Two foundation facts are stated by Paul; facts 
which he believed and preached; facts which 
are at the basis of all our Hope, and constitute 
“The Gospel.” He states both very simply. The 
first is that “Christ died for our sins’; the 
second, “He rose again the third day.” Both 
facts are “according to the Scriptures.” Then 
he begins to elaborate the second of these great 
facts. It is verified by the testimony of many 
competent witnesses: Cephas; the Twelve; Five 
Hundred Brethren; James; all the apostles; Paul 
himself. ‘These witnesses, many of them alive 
when he wrote, could vouch for the truth of 
the Resurrection. 


2. The Vital Importance of the Resurrection: 
12-34. 


Some have tried to discount the importance 
of the Resurrection; others disbelieve it. Paul 
shows that if it is not true, then the whole 
Gospel is a worthless thing. If the teaching of 
the Sadducees—that there is no resurrection— 
is true, then all their preaching was vain, they 
were false witnesses, their faith was vain, for 
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they were still in their sins. The whole Gospel 
stands or falls with the Resurrection of Christ. 
If it is not true, then those who had fallen 
asleep in Christ have perished, and those who 
were alive and suffering for the sake of Christ, 
were of all men most pitiable. It would be well 
for those who belittle the importance of the 
Resurrection to ponder these solemn words 
of the apostle. The fact of the Resurrection 
is just as important today as it was when he 
wrote to the Corinthians. We have no Gospel 
to preach if Jesus Christ did not rise from the 
dead. 


In verse twenty he dismisses all these doubts 
and dismal reflections and exclaims exultingly, 
BUT now is Christ risen from the dead and 
become the firstfruits of them that are asleep. 
He goes on to tell us more of the results of 
this blessed fact. In the first Adam all men 
died, for death passed upon all men, for all 
have sinned; in the second Adam all are made 


alive. There is also order in the resurrection: 
Christ, the Firstfruits; then they that are 
Christ’s at His coming. Then comes the end 
when He shall have put all things under His 
feet. Death is conquered, and the kingdom de- 
livered over unto the Father. He looks down 
through the future to the glorious consumma- 
tion of the plan of Salvation. 


3. The Nature of the Resurrection: 


35-53. 


“Some man will say, How?’ We might reply, 
Is there anything too hard for God? Paul gives 
some illustrations from Nature. 


t. The Victory of the Resurrection: 53-57. 


5. The Inspiration of the Resurrection: 
Verse 58. 


It inspires to be steadfast and immovable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord. The 
man who believes this glorious doctrine need 
never be discouraged. 





YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 
YOUTH PROGRAM FOR APRIL 10 


Victory 


Hymn: “In The Cross Of Christ I Glory.” 
Prayer 
Scripture: I Corinthians 15:3-8, 12-22, 55-57. 
Hymn: “The Head That Once Was Crowned 
With Thorns” 
Offering 
Hymn: “Ye Servants Of God, Your Master 
Proclaim”’ 
PROGRAM LEADER: 
I am sure that all of us realize that Easter 
means far more than the many sentimental 
traditions which have grown up around it. 


Easter means more than new spring clothes, 
flowers, colored eggs, and hot cross buns. The 
name “Easter” itself is borrowed from pagan- 
ism. There is even more to Easter than the 
fact of Christ’s resurrection. The real meaning 
of Easter is to be found in the significance of 
the resurrection. The resurrection was not just 
a mighty miracle, it is a miracle which has pro- 
found significance. 


The Christians in the early church realized 
what Christ’s being raised from the dead meant 
to their own lives. They understood the signifi- 
cance of the resurrection, and that was the secret 
of their power. Wherever Christians have em- 
phasized the resurrection and its meaning they 
have had spiritual power, and wherever they 
have ignored it they have been weak and 
decadent. 
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REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





Over Sin 


We know that Easter has to do with the res- 
urrection of Christ, but have we ever thought 
much about what that resurrection means to 
us? Do we know why Christ’s being raised from 
the dead is significant to us? Do we know what 
difference it makes in our lives? The purpose 
of this program is to refresh our understanding 
of the resurrection and its spiritual meaning. 


First SPEAKER: 


We certainly cannot appreciate the meaning 
of the resurrection until we understand clearly 
why it was that Christ died. We take death as 
one of humanity’s inescapable evils, but Christ 
is the Son of God. Until He took on human 
nature He was by nature immortal. There is 
a sense in which Christ did not have to die, 
but He willingly took on human nature which 
is subject to death. Our Scripture reading made 
it clear that death has come into human life 
because of sin. “The wages of sin is death.” 
“The soul that sinneth, it shall die.” Christ an- 
nounced that He came to give life, so you can 
imagine the disappointment of His followers 
when they saw Him hanged on the cross. They 
had hoped that He would conquer death for 
all men even as He had raised certain individuals 
from the dead, so they were very dis-illusioned 
when they realized that Christ Himself had not 
escaped death. They had forgotten some of the 
other things He had taught them: “Except a 
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corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it 
abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth 
much fruit.”” They had forgotten that the only 
way to answer for sin was to die for it. Christ 
answered for our sins that He might overcome 
the power of sin and win a victory over death. 
There was no short-cut to victory for our Lord. 
We ought always to keep fresh in our minds 
the fact that Christ’s humiliation and death 
were necessary to make satisfaction for our sins. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 


Once Christ had dealt with the burden of 
our sin by offering Himself on the cross as a 
sacrifice for it, it was time to win the victory 
over sin and over the death which is sin’s result. 
On the third day after the dead body of Christ 
was laid in the tomb His followers found that 
He had broken the bonds of death and was 
alive. This fact is a marvelous miracle in itself, 
but even more wonderful is the spiritual victory 
which the resurrection signifies. Death, human- 
ity’s greatest enemy, had been defeated for the 
first time. There were other times when people 
had been miraculously called back from death 
for a time, but death had always been the final 
victor. With the resurrection of Christ, the 
chain was broken. If the power of death was 
broken, then the power of sin was broken too, 
because sin is the cause of death. The resurrec- 
tion was a victory over both the cause and the 
effect, over both sin and death. 

THIRD SPEAKER: 

We should not say that the resurrection WAS 
a victory, because it still IS a victory. In our 
Scripture reading we heard these’ words, 
“Thanks be to God which giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” The victory 
over sin and death which was won by Christ at 
the resurrection belongs to us, if we believe in 
Him. The Bible says, “For Christ also hath 
once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, 
that He might bring us to God, being put to 
death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit.” 
Also He is spoken of as the One “who was de- 
livered for our offenses, and was raised again 
for our justification.” The real, personal sig- 
nificance of Easter and the resurrection is that 
we ourselves have victory over sin and death, 
if we have committed our lives in faith to 
Christ. 





HELPS FOR UNDERSTANDING 
SCRIPTURE READING IN 
DAY BY DAY 
Clinton C. Baker 
Sun., April 3, John 6:51-59. 


Read through the passage and observe what 
Jesus says about His flesh and blood. How did 
the Jews react to these statements (vv.41-42,52) ? 
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the disciples (vv.60,66)? What was lacking 
the lives of Jesus’ listeners that accounts for 
their failure to understand the spiritual mean- 
ing of His words? How does a person eat 
Christ’s flesh? Compare John 6:53-54 with John 
3:36. Notice that the results mentioned in these 
verses are the same, but that the conditions are 
expressed in different words. What does John 
6:53-54 add to the idea of faith as the means 
of salvation? Is it simply mental assent? We 
receive eternal life when we reach out in faith 
and make the life of Christ a part of our very 
beings. Is there any other way to obtain eternal 
life (6:53)? Do I have it? 

Mon., April 4, Mark 8:31-38. 

Peter has just recognized the truth Jesus has 
tried to teach His disciples from the first (8:29) . 
What new teaching does He introduce in v.31? 
Did all of what he predicted come true? even 
the resurrection? How would Peter’s rebuke 
place him on the side of Satan (vv.32-33) ? How 
was he thwarting God’s plan for Christ? What 
condition does Christ lay down for those who 
would follow Him (v.34)? What arguments 
does He use (vv.35-37)? Are these arguments 
logical? Do I believe them? Am I willing to let 
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go of my desires for personal pleasure and great- 
ness? What will the ultimate result of a self- 
centered life be (v.38) ? 


Tues., April 5, John 12:27-33. 


What thoughts seem to pass through Christ’s 
mind in v.27 as he contemplates the cross? What 
evidence is there of His complete submission 
to the Father's will (vv.27-28,32-33) ? How would 
Christ have His death affect the Father (v.28) ? 
How will it affect mankind (v.31)? This world 
in rebellion against God will be judged and 
its ruler dethroned (v.31). How will this glorify 
the Father’s name (v.28) ? How will Christ draw 
all men to Himself (v.32)? Do all men respond 
to His love? All men will be drawn to Him 
in judgment to answer for the way they have 
responded to his demonstration of love on the 
cross (vv.31-32). Do I live in view of the fact 
that there will be such a day? 


Wed., April 6, John 13:21-30. 


Try to remember all the various experiences 
Jesus has been through with the twelve disciples. 
What impact must Jesus’ statement in v.21 have 
made on them? Did Christ give a clear, under- 
standable answer to John’s question (vv.25-26) ? 
Why, then, were the disciples so blind to Judas’ 
plans (vv.28,29)? Did any of the disciples have 
any inkling of Judas’ true nature? What re- 
sponsibility did he have among the twelve 
(v.29)? Contrast the insight Christ had of 
Judas’ heart to that the disciples possessed. Do 
I keep company with earnest Christians, yet 
harbor feelings of treachery toward Christ? 
Though I fool Christians, I never fool Christ. 


Thurs., April 7, John 14:25-31. 


What explanation does Christ give for His 
statement that the disciples should rejoice at 
His going (v.28)? What would it mean to 
Christ to return to the Father? What would it 
mean to the disciples? Would they have any 
reason to be afraid (v.27)? The Father, who 
is greater than the Son (v.28) will send the 
Holy Spirit to the disciples (v.26). Could God 
the Father work more effectively with the 
disciples through the bodily presence of Jesus 
or through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit 
in their hearts (v.26)? Would they still experi- 
ence Christ’s presence (vv.27-28) ? Which would 
be better for the Church today—Christ’s bodily 
presence or the presence of the Holy Spirit? 
Am I as eager for the fullness of the Spirit as 
I would be for the nearness of Christ’s presence 
if He were here in the flesh? 


Fri., April 8, Mark 10:28-34. 


Suppose you, like Peter, had forsaken every- 
thing to follow Christ (v.28) and then He had 
spoken to you the words of vv.33-34. Would 
v.32 describe your reaction? Yet, does Christ 
seem to have everything under control and be 
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certain of the outcome of His mission 
(vv.29-31)? Were each of His predictions ac- 
curate (vv.33-34)? Does this give added ground 
for believing the promises of vv.29-30? Notice 
the degree of reward promised (v.30). How 
would this encourage Peter? How might v.31 
admonish him? Are the rewards God promises a 
very real stimulus to me (10:30)? Am I guilty 
of working simply for the reward (10:31)? 
Sat., April 9, John 12:23-28. 

How does Christ exemplify in v.27 the pre- 
cepts He teaches in vv.24-25? In what specific 
ways did Christ die to self with its own am- 
bitions, desires and will? In what specific ways 
do I need to die to self? Would Christ have 
borne fruit for God if He had not been willing 
to go to the cross? What is going to be necessary 
in my life if I am to bear fruit for God 
(vv.24-25)? Was Christ’s principal desire to 
glorify Himself or the Father (v.28)? What is 
my main desire? What does Christ promise to 
those who are willing to follow Him all the 
way (vv.25-26)? To what extent am I following 
Him? 


Women’s Work 


YOU AND THE WEEK OF 
SPIRITUAL ENRICHMENT 








Next Sunday, April 3, marks the beginning 
of pre-Easter Week and the Week of Spiritual 
Enrichment for the Women of the Church. 


Definite plans have been given for the week 
and most local leaders have made arrangements 
for a spiritual and significant week for all 
women of the church, but unless the individuals 
enter prayerfully into the week, seeking those 
things that will feed the inner life, the sig- 
nificance will be lost. 

Are you prepared to enter into the week of 
April 3-10 wholeheartedly to seek those things 
that will make for your own spiritual growth, 
such as: 


The daily use of the leaflet “For Persunal 
Use” which develops the theme “Personal 
Christian Living” and suggests Bible reading, 
meditation, prayer, special books for personal 
reading, for enrichment, and service which 
the Christian might render to others? 


Some spiritually enriching book for personal 
reading, such as: “More Than We Are” by 
Bro; or “Light of Christ” by Underhill; or 
“Time to Spare” by Steere? 

Some service to another person each day dur- 
ing the week which will cause us to go be- 
yond our accustomed areas of outreach in 
showing His love to other people? 
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These and other means which an individual 
Christian will think of to enrich her own life 
in addition to the services which might be 
planned in the local church to which every 
woman will want to go and share in during this 
week, will make the pre-Easter Week one of 
profit for life enrichment and will lead to added 
power in our witness for Him through the days 
of this year that are to follow. 





THE 1955 BIRTHDAY OBJECTIVE 
The Yodogawa Christian Hospital, 
Osaka, Japan 
What the Gift Will Do 


The 1955 Birthday gift from the Women of 
the Church will help to make possible the sec- 
ond unit of the Yodogawa Christian Hospital 
in Japan, our first Medical hospital in that 
mission. The first unit of a 20-bed hospital with 
basic departments (X-ray laboratory, pharmacy, 
surgery, etc.) and a small out-patient depart- 
ment, has been authorized and financed through 
our Board of World Missions from Program of 
Progress Funds. There is urgent need for this 
second unit, enlarging the ministry of the hos- 
pital to 60 beds, 200 out-patient department, 
and other phases of service. 


The Urgent Need 


One of the most pressing reasons for this 
hospital is the need for charity medical care 
by that large proportion of the population who, 
while not covered by health insurance, cannot 
themselves pay for the medical care they so 
desperately need. 


The Osaka-Kobe area is itself an appropriate 
location for our Mission’s medical project. It 
is the second largest population center in Japan, 
having approximately five million people with- 
in a twenty-mile radius of our hospital site. It 
is roughly near the center of our Mission’s field 
of work, being only about twelve hours by boat 
from the farthest point. 


The Program of Progress Funds were sufficient 
only for the first unit. The Japan Mission in 
presenting their appeal to the women for the 
1955 Birthday Offering, wrote as follows: 


“The Mission has realized from the start that 
the success of this project depends a great deal 
on whether an economical unit of 60 beds can 
be quickly reached, but it felt that the recep- 
tiveness of the Japanese and urgency of the 
need demanded that we go ahead with what 
funds we had in the faith that God through 
our Church would provide additional funds as 
we need them. 


“By 1955 we will be needing this second unit 
and we have no other prospect for this money. 
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WANTED: 


Grade School and High School teachers who are 
consecrated Christians and would like to teach 
in a Christian School. Also young ladies who 
are graduating from college this spring who 
would be interested in teaching in a Christian 
School. Also, a young man to direct Youth 
Program in the Church and in Christian School, 
including gym classes, sports, and games, as 
well as Christian activities. Write Rev. W. E. 
Hill, West End Christian School, 1600 Atlantic 
Street, Hopewell, Virginia. 








Competitive 
Scholarships 
Available 


Write: 
Dean Price H. Gwynn, Jr. 
Flora Macdonald 


College 
Red Springs, N. Carolina 














We believe the Women of the Church will want 
to have this vital share in the pioneer medical 
project of our Church in Japan.” 





RELEASED POWER FOR TODAY 
By Thomas H. McDill, Jr. 


In his book, RELEASED POWER FOR TODAY, Dr. 
McDill has given us a most unusual presenta- 
tion of many of the problems the majority of 
us face at some time during our lives—problems 
such as those of anxiety, fear, hatred, loneliness, 
doubt, guilt, and other overwhelming emotions. 
He leads us into a study of these experiences 
and shows how we can best solve these problems 
both for ourselves and in our efforts to help 
other people. 


Since the book was written primarily for use 
in the regular meetings of the Women of the 
Church, it is divided into twelve chapters, each 
dealing with one particular problem. The same 
general pattern is followed in each chapter. 
First, An Actual Experience is presented, a real 
conversation between two women being given. 
From this conversation, we see what one 
woman's problem is and how the other one 
tries to help her. 


Next follows a Discussion of the Subject. Here 
Dr. McGill does several things. (1) He dis- 
cusses the situation itself using actual parts of 
the conversation given to point out how the 
words and actions of the person really reveal 
her problem of which she herself may or may 
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not be aware. (2) He goes behind the scenes 
into a study of the life of the person showing 
what might have caused the problem. (3) He 
gives a parallel experience from the Bible itself 
and shows how the two experiences are alike. 
We come thus to see how very modern our 
Bible is—even the oldest parts of the Old Testa- 
ment—and how it can be used in helping us 
to meet our own personal problems. (4) Dr. 
McDill discusses further the actual experience, 
telling us exactly what is wrong and how the 
problem can be solved. He leads us to see the 
errors one woman made in trying to help an- 
other or the correct methods used, as the case 
may be. 


In Part III of each study, the author gives 
us a Summary of Principles. Here we find de- 
pendable psychological and spiritual principles 
for dealing with ourselves and with other peo- 
ple. 


These studies are most interesting and fur- 
nish excellent material for the general programs 
of the Women of the Church. There is always 
the woman who will attend the meetings, but 
who would never pick up a book of this kind 
to read it for herself. When programs of this 
type are presented, she begins to see herself in 
the situations and may be led to seek the help 
she needs. 

—Mary Wilds, Anderson, S. C. 





MINUTE MESSAGE ON STEWARDSHIP 
The Stewardship of Evangelism. 


God has always used the natural gifts of 
men and women dedicated to Him to reach 
other men and women for Him. On one occa- 
sion Jesus appointed seventy people and sent 
them out to go two by two into homes and 
tell other people about “The Kingdom of God.” 
Those people when sent out, were told to pray, 
and we find that they returned with great joy 
to tell of the power that worked through them 
as they obeyed the command of Jesus to go. 

IT TOOK TIME 

Yet, no man has any more time than any 
other, for no day has more than twenty-four 
hours in it, but some people use more wisely 
the time that they have than others. Doubtless 
the seventy whom Jesus used had to turn aside 
from some things they had before included in 
their schedule in order to do the work of Christ. 
Of us it will be required that we make time 
to do God's work, even at the cost of putting 
aside some things we are accustomed to do— 
Go ye—and bring them in. 


IT TOOK TELLING 





The seventy were sent to tell others. The 
women on the resurrection morning were told, 
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“Go and tell.” It is ours to tell others what 
Jesus means to us; yet how many of us say, 
“My life is my witness, I cannot talk to others 
about Christ.” There is evidence that some 
of the seventy must have felt as we do—they 
were so overjoyed at their experience. The fact 
is they courageously went, and we must do like- 
wise if others are to know of His love. 
IT TOOK TACT 

How to approach the ones to whom we go 
is an honest question in the mind of many. We 
feel we do not know how, therefore we do not 
go. Take a look at the seventy; they had no 
more opportunity for training than have we, 
but they had what was necessary to do the task 
God wanted them to do, and God never asks 
us to do a task without being willing to give 
us all the equipment we need for the doing of 
it as He wants it done. 


What was behind the time, the telling, the 
tact of the seventy ordinary men whom Jesus 
used? Was it not that they had been with Jesus 
and went under the inspiration of His Spirit? 
Is not this the secret we must discover—that 
we must hear Jesus speak, and that we must talk 
with Him, and then go directly from Him, under 
the influence of His Spirit of Power, to those 
who need to hear about Him? 


HARSH FACTS ON JUVENILE 
DELINQUENCY 

The United States has some nineteen million 
boys and girls between the ages of ten and 
eighteen, and more than a million of them are 
in some sort of trouble with the police each 
year. About 435,000 were actually brought to 
court last year. 


What is worse, the number of delinquents 
has increased each year since 1948. The num- 
ber of juveniles brought to court has doubled 
in thirteen years. Unless we are able to reverse 
the present trend, by 1960 more than a million 
and a half youngsters will be in trouble with 
the law each year—partially due to the 40 per 
cent increase in juvenile population expected 
by that time. 


These harsh facts were reported by Richard 
Clendenen, executive director of the Senate Sub- 
committee on Juvenile Delinquency. He said, 
moreover, that one-half of the adult criminals 
begin their careers in crime as juvenile delin- 
quents. A large percentage of seriously delin- 
quent boys have had no real father figure in 
their lives. Only a small portion of delinquent 
children need institutional care. Most delin- 
quents do not regularly attend church or belong 
to “character-building” organizations such as 
the Boy Scouts. 


Mr. Clendenen further stated that the ma- 


jority of boys and girls who come into court 
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for delinquency are between fifteen and seven- 
teen years of age. However, nine-tenths of these 
children were having marked difficulty adyjust- 
ing to normal social life before they were eleven 
years old, and almost half were giving notice- 
able signs of becoming delinquent at eight o1 
younger. 


It appears that juvenile delinquency presents 
a challenge to Christian workers in every age 
group of the Sunday School to reach the chil- 
dren with the life-transforming gospel of the 
Saviour’s grace. The longer we delay and the 
older the children become, the harder it is to 
win them for Christ. —Evangel. 





What Is Wrong? 
By A. C. Bridges, Organist 
First Presbyterian Church 
Cleburne, Texas 
What has happened to our Presbyterians 
since the days when our Scottish forefathers 
carried their Bible in one hand and their Psalte1 
or Hymnbook in the other hand? Although 
there is little familiarity with the content of the 
Bible, one is also amazed at the lack of familiar- 
ity of Presbyterians with their own hymnody. 
The singing in many of our churches is weak 
enough, but when they sing, they evidently pay 
no attention to the words or tunes either. 


Recently, in a_ recreation program afte 
church on a Sabbath evening, I played a line 
from twenty-five old popular tunes, many of 
them not now familiar, and asked six young 
people to identify the names of these. Hardly 
any were missed. Then I played a line from 
twenty-five hymns fcund in the Presbyterian 
Hymnal or The Hymnal for Christian Worship 
used by our Church. Mest of these young peo- 
ple are chcir members, and not one had ten 
correct in this contest. 


Perhaps this is typical of any group of Pres- 
byterians throughout our Church. One realizes 
that cur present church hymnal may not be the 
best, but should we not put it to use until we 
have a better one? The Hymnal for Christian 
Worship is excellent. Perhaps one of the reasons 
for the lack of familiarity with our Church 
Hymnals is because that through the years Pres- 
byterians have given way to a cheap book, par- 
ticularly on Sunday evenings, and have ne- 
glected the great treasury found in our hymnal. 
We have been guilty of wanting to “whoop it 
up” by singing a low class of hymns rather than 
learning the great hymns of the Church found 
in our own hymnal. 


I am not sure what the answer to this prob- 
lem is, but I feel that if we are ever to learn 
these great hymns, raise the standard of ow 
Church’s music, and learn to worship God 


MARCH 30, 





1955 





through the praise of the Psalter and Hymnal, 
we should begin to use our own hymnals, not 
only on Sunday morning, but on Sunday eve- 
ning, at the Mid-Week service, and at all church 
gatherings. 


I am an organist and am occasionally guilty 
of watching the congregation to see how our 
people sing. Sometimes while singing the fa- 
miliar hymns, I am appalled to see the congre- 
gation standing either without the hymnal open 
or else just looking at the book. Occasionally 
we have complaints such as, “I don’t know any- 
thing we sing.” Why not, we have been using 
the same hymnal for twenty-five years. How- 
ever, do these same people sing even when the 
familiar one is announced? 


The fault is not confined to the worshipper 
sitting in the pew. How many ministers when 
selecting their hymns for the worship service 
look through the hymnal week after week and 
select only those hymns which they are sure will 
be familiar to all, thus confining their hymnody 
in a year’s time to not more than twenty-five 
hymns. 


It is good to know that our Church is soon 
to publish a new hymnal and particularly that 
it is to contain Psalms which were sadly ne- 
glected in our last hymnal. However, one won- 
ders if we should not use the ones we have now. 
Perhaps the new hymnal will bring about a 
revival of hymn-singing, but we need to begin 
now. 


Church News 


THE ALEX. R. BATCHELOR 
MEMORIAL FUND 
On the 8th of January, 1955, Dr. Alex. R. 
Batchelor, Secretary of the Division of Negro 
Work, died and his soul returned to God who 
gave it. 








\t its meeting on February 10, the Board 
of Church Extension took action to establish 
“The Alex. R. Batchelor Memorial Fund” for 
the education of Negro ministers. 


Dr. Batchelor was elected Secretary of the 
Committee on Negro Work in 1947. His com- 
ing into this work made a real difference in 
that which the Presbyterian Church, U. S., was 
doing among Negro people. His work was such 
that he could stand before God and he had no 
need to be ashamed of what God had done 
through him. 


In the words of Dr. ]. McDowell Richards, 
Chairman of the Board of Church Extension, 
we sense the import of the work which was done 
through this man of the Division of Negro 
Work: “We are still too close to events of the 
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recent past to evaluate Dr. Batchelor’s work with 
full understanding of its meaning or of its far- 
reaching consequences. Only eternity will reveal 
its true significance, but we believe that Dr. 
Vernon S. Broyles (former Executive Secretary 
of the Board of Church Extension) is right in 
saying that no work of a more permanent and 
significant nature has been done in the Church 
of our day. Certainly far more has already been 
accomplished than most of us dreamed was pos- 
sible even a few short years ago. Largely through 
the vision, the planning, and the patient, per- 
sistent efforts of this man the whole attitude 
of our Assembly has been transformed and a 
new spirit animates its ministry to Negroes. A 
broad and effective strategy for Negro Work 
has been developed, our Negro ministers and 
congregations have been given a new sense of 
dignity and of hope, Stillman College has been 
revitalized, and the conscience of our people as 
a whole has been stirred. The success of the 
Negro Work Campaign for two million dollars 
has opened the way for the creation of a worthy 
four-year college at Tuscaloosa and for the erec- 
tion of many needed church buildings. Surveys 
conducted across the length and breadth of our 
Assembly have revealed the need and oppor- 
tunity for the organization of new Negro 
churches, the support of white congregations, 
presbyteries, and synods has been secured, new 
and able Negro ministers have been enlisted. 
Everywhere the work goes forward. Alex. 
Batchelor has laid well the foundation upon 
which a great structure may be built. It is for 
us to carry on the work.” 


Because of the new broad program which our 
Church is developing for its Negro Work, a 
number of our young people are being chal- 
lenged to accept the call to the ministry. Still- 
man College with its developing program is 
helping a number of the young men under its 
care to see the need and respond to the call 
of the ministry. Several of these young men 
are now ready to enter seminaries. They will 
need financial help to complete their studies 
and enable them to develop into the strong 
ministers that Dr. Batchelor so urgently point- 
ed out as the need in our Negro Work today. 


“The Alex. R. Batchelor Memorial Fund,” 
which will be used to aid these young men in 
their training for the ministry, is one of the 
fine wavs in which the Church can help to keep 
the spirit and memory of this man of God alive. 


Gifts to “The Alex. R. Batchelor Memorial 
Fund” should be sent and made pavable to 
the Division of Negro Work, 341-B Pence de 
Lecn Avenue, N.E., Atlanta 5, Georgia. Please 
mark specifically “The Alex. R. Batchelor Me- 
morial Fund” so that your gift wi'l be prop- 
erl. credited. Centributions are deduciible from 
income tax as allowed by law. 
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MOODY “Sermons From Science” Films 
CONCORDIA “This Is The Life” Films 
FAMILY “The Living Bible” Films 

Send For Film and Filmstrip Rental Catalog 


Bible Book Center Ft. tanderdate, Fle 


Ft. Lauderdale, Fla, 








WANTED—Printing 
Production Manager 


Age 32-40, capable of and willing to assume 
responsibility for periodical and book produc- 
tion, Board of Christian Education. Knowl- 
edge of printing, type, design, etc., essential. 
Emphasis on preparation specifications for 
printing and binding and placing contracts. 
Please give complete experience, education, 
personal information, church activities, first 
letter. Write or wire C. D. Deans, 8 N. 6th 
£treet, Richmond, Virginia, 
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Another Congo Missionary 


Nashville, Tenn. — The Rev. and Mrs. How- 
ard D. Cameron, two new missionaries appoint- 
ed to serve in our Congo mission, announce the 
arrival of a son, Jonathan Mark, in Brussels, on 
February 28. The Rev. and Mrs. Cameron are 
in Belgium for preparatory study prior to tak- 
ing up their duties in Africa. 





PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Maxton, N. C. — An alumnus of Presbyterian 
Junior College, Amos H. Paul, has received a 
special award from G. P. Putnam’s Sons, the 
New York publishing house, for his first his- 
torical novel, “Outback,” which deals with the 
period between 1850 and 1886 in the Cape Fear 
area. Mr. Paul graduated from Presbyterian 
Junior College in 1951 and studied English un- 
der Professor R. G. Matheson. Later he attended 
the University of North Carolina for one year. 


* * * 
Three students at Presbyterian Junior College, 
Larry Winston King, Morrisville, North Caro- 
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lina; William Norman Matheson, Cheraw, South 
Carolina; and Theodore Samuel Johnson, Ab- 
bottsburg, North Carolina, have attained quali- 
fications for membership in Phi Theta Kappa 
Honorary Scholastic Fraternity, by ranking in 
marks in the upper five per cent of their class, 
by having a B average, and by having demon- 
strated themselves constructive and responsible 
citizens. The initiation is expected at an early 
date. 
* * * 

The Flora Macdonald Glee Club gave a con- 
cert at Presbyterian Junior College on Tuesday 
night, under the direction of Lawrence Skinner, 
with a large attendance of Presbyterian Junior 
College students and Maxton residents. The 
program was sponsored by the Woman's Civic 
Club of Maxton, of which Miss Annie Neil 
McEachin is president and Mrs. W. A. Webb 
is chairman of the fine arts. Following the musi- 
cal program the young ladies of the glee club, 
the members of the Woman’s Civic Club, and 
the faculty and students of Presbyterian Junior 
College enjoyed a social hour as guests of the 
club. 





28 SOUTHERN BOYS SELECTED 
TO COMPETE FOR 


DAVIDSON SCHOLARSHIP 


Davidson — Prof. Bradley D. Thompson, sec- 
retary of the Baker Scholarship Committee at 
Davidson College, has announced that 28 high 
school students from eight states have been se- 
lected as finalists to compete for the Baker and 
Union Carbide Scholarships at Davidson Col- 
lege the week end of March 24-26. 


Of this number, selected from 175 applica- 
tions, approximately six Baker Scholarships and 
two Union Carbide Scholarships will be 
awarded. 


Awarded annually to incoming freshmen, the 
Baker Scholarships cover up to full expenses for 
four years. The Union Carbide Scholarships 
cover the full tuition fee and books. 


Both scholarships are awarded on a nation 
wide basis by a selected group of colleges chosen 
by the George F. Baker Trust Company and 
the Union Carbide and Carbon Corporation. 
They are among the most desired awards in 
the nation. 


During the week end of March 24-26, the 
finalists will take further tests, have personal 
interviews, and visit the campus. The finalists 
were chosen on the basis of tests, character ref- 
erences, and high school records. 


In addition, three or four Honor Scholarships 
established at the college as memorials by friends 
and alumni will be awarded to incoming fresh- 
men. 
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List of Baker - Union Carbide 
Scholarship Finalists 


David Irving Blanchard, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
R. Irving Blanchard, 905 W. Church St., 
Deland, Fla. 


Richmond Wiley Bourne, Jr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. R. W. Bourne, Washington Rd., Spartan- 
burg, S. C. 


William Laurens Walker, III, son of Dr. and 
Mrs. W. Laurens Walker, Cedar Spring, Spar- 
tanburg, S. C. 


Aubrey Neblett Brown, III, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Aubrey N. Brown, Jr., 3213 Brook Rd., 
Richmond, Va. 


Vernon S. Broyles, III, son of Dr. and Mrs. 
Vernon S. Broyles, Jr., 38 The Prado, N.E., 
Atlanta, Ga. 


Francis Wingfield Langston, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. C. E. Langston, Jr., 4066 Peachtree Dun- 
woody Rd., Atlanta, Ga. 


Richard Fretwell Brubaker, son of Mrs. L. H. 
Brubaker, 259 Belvedere Dr., Macon, Ga. 


James William Byrd, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
W. K. Byrd, No. 4, Mount Olive, N. C. 


James McBride Dabbs, Jr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. James M. Dabbs, R.F.D. No. 1, Mayes- 
ville, N. C. 


Benjamin Bernard Dunlap, Jr., son of Mr. 
and Mrs. B. B. Dunlap, 1802 Catawba Ave., 
Columbia, S. C. 


John Anderson Wells, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
John Anderson Wells, 2531 Canterbury Rd., 
Columbia, S. C. 


Henry Glasgow Elkins, Jr., son of Henry 
Glasgow Elkins, 2370 Fairway Dr., Winston- 
Salem, N. C. 


Joseph Champion Goodman, son of Mrs. E. C. 
Goodman, Route No. 2, Winston-Salem. 


Thomas Henry Gainer, Jr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas Henry Gainer, 902 Second Plaza, 
Panama City, Fla. 


John Roderick Heller, III, son of Dr. and 
Mrs. John R. Heller, Jr., 3913 Dunnel Lane, 
Kensington, Md. (Bethesda Chevy Chase High 
School) 


John Wells Kuykendall, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
James Bell Kuykendall, Nations Ford Rd., 
Charlotte, N. C. 


George Helme Sutcliffe, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
G. H. Sutcliffe, Route No. 2, Charlotte; The 
McCallie School, Chattancoga, Tenn. 


William Stanley Wilson, sen of Mr. and Mrs. 
Norman W. Wilson, 1607 Terrace St., Staunton, 
Va. 
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Samuel Robert Lathan, son of Mrs. S. R. La- 
than, 134 West End St., Chester, S. C. 

Henry Madison Samuels, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
M. L. Samuels, 118 Pinckney St., Chester, S. C. 


Spencer J. McCallie, III, son of Dr. and Mrs. 
Spencer J. McCallie, Jr., The McCallie School, 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 


William Terry Thompson, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. W. T. Thompson, 107 Marlboro Ave., 
Chattanooga, Tenn. (The McCallie School) 


Walter Herbert O’Briant, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ira D. O’Briant, 1008 Lindsey St., Reids- 
ville, N. C. 

Tom Slade Rand, son of Dr. and Mrs. Cecil 
Holmes Rand, Fremont, N. C. - Episcopal High 
School, Alexandria, Va. 


John Pickens Reeder, Jr., son of J. P. Reeder, 
125 N. Spring St., Concord (Woodberry Forest) 


James Douglas Wilson, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
T. H. Wilson, 120 Powe St., Morganton, N. C. 
(Woodberry Forest) 


Edward Ira Stevens, son of Mr. and Mrs. F. D. 
Stevens, 1135 Westcott St., Syracuse, N. Y. 


John Lampros Toumaras, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Lampros P. Toumaras, 108 Brooks St., 
Burlington, N. C. 





THE MEXICO MISSION 


Mexico City — A discussion and planning 
session designed to improve coordination of 
work in Mexico of the Presbyterian U. S. and 
U. S. A. missions was held here yesterday. Tak- 
ing part in the meeting were members of the 
Ad Interim Committee of the Mexico Mission 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., and the Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the Mexico Mission of 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A. 


The Rev. Theodore R. Finley of the U. S. A. 
mission, and director of a Bible School among 
the Maya Indians in Yucatan State was named 
chairman for the one-day meeting. The Rev. 
Clarence M. Bassett of the U. S. mission was 
named secretary. He is a professor at the Pres- 
byterian Seminary (jointly maintained by the 
two missions and the National Presbyterian 
Church) in Mexico City, and is from Austin, 
Texas. 


Means of improving the coordination of the 
missionary activities of the two churches in this 
country, and methods for bettering cooperation 
with the Presbyterian Church of Mexico were 
discussed. Edson Johnson, treasurer of the 
Southern Church's mission, states: 


“There was a very fine spirit of cooperation 
at this meeting. So much so that it was agreed 
that another such meeting will be held in 1956.” 
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Also attending, in addition to the members 
of the missions’ committees, were G. L. West- 
cott, member of the Board of World Missions 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., and vice- 
president of the Smith Manufacturing Company 
of Dalton, Ga.; and the Rev. Richard R. Baird, 
Field Representative in the Latin American 
area for the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A., and 
a resident in Berkeley, Calif. 


PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S 
RADIO PROGRAMS 


The Protestant Radio Center has just com- 
pleted a series of radio programs especially for 
women entitled “Power Within.” ‘These pro- 
grams are dramatic presentations of life experi- 
ences of women based on the 1955 general pro- 
gram booklet “Released Power for “Today.” 
These are a'part of a larger series entitled 
“Church Women Today.” Each program is a 
unit in itself. The Protestant Radio Center will 
provide the tapes for these programs to any 
radio station that will give fifteen minutes of 
time per week, beginning any time and con- 
tinuing through June 12 for broadcasting these 
programs. 


The following stations have accepted and will 
be carrying the “Church Women Today”’ series 
from March 20 through June 12. Wherever a 
local community has not a station carrying the 
series according to the following listings, Pres- 
byterian women are requested to ask the man- 
ager of a local station or the program manage 
of the local station to schedule this series, be- 
ginning as early as possible and continue 
through June 12. 


Alabama North Carolina 


Alexander City WREFES Asheboro WGWR 
Clanton WKLI Brevard WPNEF 
Arkansas Durham WDN(¢ 
Camden KAMD Elizabeth City WGAI 
Paragould KDRS Elkin WIFM 
Florida Gastonia WLTC 
Jacksonville WJAX Goldsboro WGBR 
Orlando WDBO Greensboro WBIG 
Pensacola WEAR Henderson WHNC 
Georgia Lexington WBUY 
Augusta WGAC Marion WMFR 
Atlanta WAGA Morganton WMN(¢ 
Albany WGPA Morehead City W MBL 
Brunswick WGIG Rocky Mount WPAQ 
Cedartown WGAA Tarboro WCPS 
Columbus WRBL Tryon WTYN 
Cornelia WCON Washington WHED 
Dalton WBL] Waynesville WHCC 
Elberton WSGC South Carolina 
Griffin WHIE Columbia WIS 
Jessup WBGR Greenville WFBC 
LaGrange WTRP Rock Hill WTYC 
Marietta WFOM Rock Hill WRHI 
Newman WCOH Sumte1 WFIG 


Rome WLAQ 
Valdosta WGAF Bristol 


I ennessee 


WOPI-FM 


Waycross WAYX _ Jackson WwTJs 

Kentucky Johnson City WJHL 
Elizabethtown WIEI Kingsport WKPT 
Louisville WAVE = Nashville WSM 
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Mississippi Texas 


Columbus WACR__ Bonham KFYN 
Jackson WRBC Port Arthur KPAC 
Kosciusko WKDZ = Sherman KTAN 
McComb WAOF Virginia 

Tupelo WTUP = Orange WJMA 
Vicksburg WCBC West Virginia 


Yazoo City 


WAZF Logan WLOG-FM 


Where a local station is carrying this series, 
Presbyterian women are urged to publicize them 
and enlist the listening interest of Protestant 
women in all the churches of the local com- 
munity. This service will be one of spiritual 
helpfulness— for the experiences are sure to find 
parallels in the listening audience and suggest 
a way out of the problems people face today. 





The New Dormitory 


Clinton, S. C. — Presbyterian College started 
work Tuesday on its new $233,660 dormitory. 


And Contractor W. E. Baker & Son of Whit- 
mire thus began a race with time to have the 
building completed for the start of PC’s 75th 
session next September. 


Informal ground-breaking ceremonies saw 
Presbyterian President Marshall W. Brown and 
the building committee of the Board of Trus- 
tees officially launch the project. P. S. Bailey 
of Clinton, chairman of the building commit- 
tee, shoveled the first earth in the company of 
trustees J]. Ferdinand Jacobs, Sr., and Robert 
M. Vance, both of Clinton, and J. C. Todd, Sr., 
of Laurens. 





Young Deacon Ordained 
Spring Garden, Ala. — August 9th, 1954, Mr. 
Raleigh Hugh Burns was ordained a deacon 
in the Carmel Presbyterian Church of Spring 
Garden, Ala., the youngest to be ordained in 
this church. 


March 13th, 1955, this young man made 
known to the Congregation at the evening 
service his intentions of becoming and prepar- 
ing himself for the Lord’s Ministry. This is 
the first person in the entire history of this 
Church (more than 125 years) to offer himself 
to His Cause. The lineage of this young 
man traces back to the founding of this Church. 

Robert H. Savage, Clerk of Session. 
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“FINE! SEND ME FIVE THOUSAND” 


What a busy pastor did for Worldwide Bible 
Reading in the city of Elizabeth, N. J. 


By William Crunkilton 


The morning mail had just come, and the 
minister sat at his desk, looking it over. The 
second-class matter got the attention it deserved, 
and then a quick glance through the rest: one 
from the big department store downtown 
(“Must get a check off to them”). Then another 
letter... It was a letter from the American 
Bible Society. Once again they were making 
available the neat Bible bookmarks with sug- 
gested readings from Thanksgiving through 
Christmas. 

The pastor made a mental notation to order 
a hundred or so, as he had been doing each 
year; then he read further. He found they would 
furnish them for public libraries too. A phone 
call to the local librarian, an immediate ap- 
pointment, a quick trip down town-to the main 
library; and soon he was talking with Mrs. Mar- 
garet Whaley, the librarian. 

First an introduction; then the subject was 
resented. One of the markers under discussion 
was given to her; a further word of encourage- 
nent, and she immediately said, “Fine; send 
ne five thousand and I'll have one put in every 
vook going out.” 

This was a response unlooked for! With such 
-ncouragement at the outset, the pastor looked 
around a bit to find further outlets. Speaking 
with a principal in one of the public schools 
of Elizabeth, the school official told him that 
he was not sure he could use them there, “But 
let me have a hundred to send out to the local 
Kiwanis chapter.” 

Next, a trip to the chamber of commerce, 
where Mr. Adrian O. Murray, the director, said 
he would be happy to take one thousand at 
once. 

A stop at Swift’s Dry Cleaners, where the 
owner said he would like to have five hundred 
to start with and could use more later on. 

Thus it went that busy afternoon. A partner 
in a highly respected financial institution took 
a hundred for personally supervised distribu- 
tion; Mr. Young of the personnel department 
of General Motors took five hundred for the 
employees in the plant; a church that had not 
planned to order any asked for a thousand; 
an Esso pensioner who is now a Baptist minister 
asked for a thousand to distribute to his fellow 
annuitants. 

Stopping at the YMCA and talking with big 
Bill Kormann, membership and social secretary 
in the senior division, the pastor learned that 
he had already ordered his supply—he had 
taken about two hundred to furnish the men 
in the dormitory, with a few left over to place 
in the lobby. A bit hopefully the itinerating 
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pastor asked, “Had you thought about one going 
out in each letter?”—and in a split second Bill 
came back with, “Send me nineteen hundred.” 
Later in a phone call he ruefully admitted he 
should have asked for another hundred, for 
“We ran short in the junior division. 





Around the corner was the YWCA. They, too, 
had placed their order for the markers; and 
when the visitor suggested, “How about putting 
cne in each letter going cut,” the director, Miss 
Elizabeth Beglin, at once responded with, “Give 
me another thousand.” 


So it went. The real-estate manager wanted 
two hundred for his mailing list; the radio re- 
pairman took a sheaf of them; and the secretary 
of the American Legion took a bundle of eight 
hundred. 

The public schools! Was it worth while to 
make the effort in metropolitan New Jersey? 
A quiet talk with Dr. Harry J. Adams, superin- 
tendent of schools in Elizabeth,-aas encourag- 
ing. Said Dr. Adams, “Go home and. write a 
letter to the board of education and enclose 
twelve of these bookmarks, so each board mem- 
ber can have one in hand when your letter is 
read.”” This was done. Their action was unani- 
mously in the affirmative. Eight thousand of 
the bookmarks were thus distributed throughout 
the public schools in the city. 


When they were all added up, it was discov- 
ered that a total of twenty-four thousand Bible 
bookmarks had been distributed by this one 
minister alone. He did not give too much time 
to it, simply fitting it into his pastoral duties 
in the local Christian and Missionary Alliance 
Church. What was accomplished rather easily 
in Elizabeth, New Jersey can be done by other 
men in other cities! 


Who can estimate the value of the new Bible 
reading stimulated by the distribution of these 


Bible bookmarks from the American Bible 
Society? 
All this happened in the fall of 1953. Last 


year (1954) the Society asked the minister if 
he could stretch his figure up to 40,000. Twenty 
thousand more were sent. Two weeks later the 
Bible House telephone rang again. The min- 
ister asked rather apprehensively if he could 
have still another 20,000; the 40,000 were all 
gone. His new order was filled. Two days before 
Thanksgiving Day the last list was given out- 
total 53,000! 
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UNCHANGING COMMISSION. 
Inter-Varsitv Press. $1.50. 


David H. 


The author is a former missionary to China 
and now the Inter-Varsitv Christian Fellowship 
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foreign mission secretary. He writes as an au- 
thority on world missions. He is able to speak 
convincingly when he tells us about the con- 
temporary missionary situation. 


Mr. Adeney holds that the lack of missionary 
vision springs from a failure to take seriously 
our obligations as citizens in the kingdom of 
God. He tells us that the foreign policy of 
the kingdcm ef heaven is clearly stated by Paul 
in his letter to the Ephesians. “Ye are no more 
strangers and foreigners but fellow citizens ol 
the saints, and of the household of God.” As 
a result of this, the manifold wisdom of God 
should be made known throughout all the 
world. We are fellow workers with Christians 
in other lands and must press forward with 
them to complete the task committed to the 
church by our Risen Lord. He writes: “This 
individual responsibility cannot be delegated to 
others and so it becomes the sacred duty to 
every believer to discover God’s plan for his 
life. This naturally calls for a faithful witness 
at home today, a constant, prayerful interest 
in the needs of the unevangelized world and 
a willingness for the future to go wherever the 
Lord shall point. This may seem obvious, but 
the fact remains that a real zeal for world 
evangelization is to be found in the lives of 
only a few. Missionary vision will come through 
a study of God’s Word and a prayerful consid- 
eration of the world’s needs today. For those 
who desire to have a part in fulfilling our Lord’s 
purpose for mankind, realizing the amazing 
privilege of being laborers together with God, 
the following chapters are written.” 


The author concludes this splendid work with 
a chapter on “The Missionary Goal.” Here he 
writes: “This glorious appearing of our Lord 
Jesus is indeed the goal of all true missionary 
work. Only then will the Church which its 
His Body be completed. The servant of the Lord 
must ever keep this vision before him for it 
is the living hope which inspires the missionary 
in all his labors. From earth’s most remote 
corner in that day shall gather a great multi 
tude which no man can number to sing the 
of the Lamb. The Saviour is building 
His church in preparation for that day. 
In view of the Saviour’s clear statement that 
‘this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached 
in all the world for a witness unto all nations 
and then shall the end ceme’ it is surely not 
unreasonable to believe that there is a vital 
connection between the failure of the Church 
to complete the task of world evangelization 
and the delay in our Lord’s return.” The clos 
ing plea is for a decision to be made that in 
volves nothing less than a life fully controlle 
by the Holy Spirit. Here is a book that carries 
a great message for students who are wrestling 
with the problem of the investment of thei 


lives for Christ. J. R. R. 
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